The Urban Spirit Foundation (USF) is a charitable
organization that exists to further the success and
self-reliance of Urban Indigenous people in the

Metro Vancouver Region. Established in 2007 by the
founders of ACCESS, and supported by ACCESS, USF
ensures that all funds raised go directly to its purpose,
with no administration fees. United in this mission, the
Foundation works to expand philanthropic resources
that create pathways to education, employment
training, and self-reliance. This includes secondary and
post-secondary scholarships and bursaries, as well as
community-based programs and projects that help
individuals move from poverty toward sustainable

independence.

In a relatively short time, USF has strengthened its
vision, built leadership, and deepened its connection
to community—engaging supporters who are

inspired by its purpose and contribute in meaningful
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ways. Each year, USF supports initiatives such as the
Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre’s Children’s
Back-to-School Backpack Program, ensuring children
are equipped for the school year, and the Children’s
Christmas Party, where families receive food hampers
and gifts. Signature fundraising events like the Giving
Tuesday Chili and Bannock Lunch-To-Go, along with
the Annual USF Charity Golf Classic Tournament,
continue to grow opportunities while staying firmly

grounded in community.
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Joyden Taggont QGbigail Lee

“To be chosen for this award means so much to
me. Id like to thank Urban Spirit Foundation for
selecting me as their 2025 scholarship recipient.
Being an Indigenous leadership student at Byrne
Creek has opened my eyes to the possibility of
staying connected to my ancestral roots in the city.
In addition, working in peer tutoring further
constructed my ability to work with youth. These

are two big aspects in life that no money can pay for.
With this scholarship money I hope I can become a
Social Worker and continue helping the Indigenous
youth in the lower mainland.”

Priscillo Lavescn-Pires

‘ Lecna Scanff ("Low”)

stry that began at age 13, Lou has bu

tation for creativity and excellence
their skills through years of self-directed learning and
hands-on experience with bridal, prom, and drag makeup
clients.

The program strengthened Lou's confidence and inspired

them to continue growing in their field. Their goal is to
bring together artistry, culture, and community through
their work. As Lou shares, “Vancouver Indigenous Fashion
Week has been the dream. | love creating beautiful looks
and helping people feel beautiful in their skin.”
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